Adress: AEGIS Africa in the Global South thematic conference in Frankfurt 15-17 May 2014

AEGIS THEMATIC CONFERENCE – CALL FOR PAPERS
“Africa in the Global South: biographies of mobility and aspirations of success”
FRANKFURT, 15-17 MAY 2014

The AEGIS thematic confrence is organized jointly by the Centre for Interdisciplinary African
Studies at the Goethe University of Frankfurt and the Centre for the Study of Contemporary Africa
at the University of Naples “L´Orientale”.
Thematic Outline
South-south connections between Africa and other regions of what has come to be known as the
Global South have existed for centuries, but, since the end of the Cold War, new patterns of
interaction have emerged. As many recent studies evidenced, in fact, countries such as China,
India and Brazil play today a highly influential role in defining emerging political, economic and
cultural scenarios throughout the African continent. However, beyond the macro-narratives about
new forms of south-south political and economic engagement that this geopolitical landscape has
generated, a much less investigated universe of interactions, transactions and movements of
people, objects, stories and ideas successfully proliferates.
This conference intends to explore this arena through the stories of individual actors, goods and
enterprises whose activities or pathways are defined by south-south itineraries and connections,
with a specific focus on the past two decades. We suggest looking at concrete case studies that
investigate the perspective of the local actors and their motivations in directing their activities either
from Africa to other parts of the Global South or from there towards Africa.
What is, for instance, the biography of a Nigerian trader who lives in Hong Kong? What brought
him there, and how did he manage to create his own trading business in that context? And what is
the experience of a young Malian student who got a scholarship to study in Bejing? What is the
story of those Chinese students that live, for instance, in the campus of the University of Lagos, or
that of those Indian media entrepreneurs that got involved in the emerging Ethiopian film industry?
What, for example, is the itinerary that brought Brazilian and Mexican soap operas to dominate
most of African screens, and how did such a capillary penetration happen? And what brought that
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Malaysian media company to decide, in the 1990s, to buy the Ghana Film Industry Corporation?
What business plan was behind that move and what economic, social and cultural impact did it
have?
By putting together contributions that adopt this perspective, this conference intends to:
- draw a vivid portrait of the existing geography of south-south interactions;
- produce a thick description of how countries of the Global South mutually relate and
interconnect, taking into account the concerns and aspirations of local actors;
- look at globalization from a vantage point that goes beyond the established center-periphery
dichotomy;
- further the understanding of Africa’s positioning in the Global South.
The organizers invite scholars working in areas related to the theme of this conference to submit
an abstract (no more than 500 words) and a short CV by the 15th of December 2013.
Scholars whose abstracts have been selected will be asked to turn in first drafts of their paper by
the 15th of April for circulation among the participants. A limited number of funds is available to
support the participation of scholars coming from African universities.
Please address your abstracts and inquiries to Ute Röschenthaler (Frankfurt)
(Ute.Roeschenthaler@normativeorders.net) and Alessandro Jedlowski (Naples/Liege)
(alessandro.jedlowski@gmail.com).
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